
6 2012 Minnesota State Girls’ Basketball Tournament

The first “official” Minnesota State Girls’
Basketball Tournament was contested
in the bicentennial year of 1976. Not

only did Minnesota’s girls join the boys in
“the bright sunshine” of gender equity, this
was also the year in which African-American
boys and girls would claim state titles for the
first time.

St. Paul Central won the first Class AA
girls’ title by edging Benilde-St. Margaret’s 49-
47 in the final. Central was a racially integrat-
ed team led by African-Americans Lisa
Lissimore, Linda Roberts and Rita Burch, and
Debbie Krengel and Teresa Tierney (Joe
Mauer’s mom), who are white. (Marshall
University was the boys’ counterpart integrat-
ed team.)

Such a moment was a long time coming.

The Rise and Fall and Rise 
of Girls’ Basketball

From the moment of basketball’s inven-
tion in 1891, girls and young women
embraced the game in near equally large
numbers and with every bit as much enthusi-
asm as the boys. Nearly 350 Minnesota high
schools fielded girls’ basketball teams
between 1900 and 1940, mostly in small
towns.

There were, however, objections to girls’
basketball from the beginning. Because a
woman “should always preserve her inborn
sense of modesty and innocence, she must
never be seen by the opposite sex when she is
likely to forget herself. … The emotional
strain attendant upon competition would be
injurious,” according to a report by women
physical educators.

In 1938 the Minnesota Department of
Education recommended that girls’ athletic
programs be dropped. In 1939 the
Department reported that schools offering
interscholastic competition for girls had
declined from 92 in 1938-1939 to 38 in
1939-1940. “This,” the Department reported,
“represents a decided change for the better.”

It would be a quarter-century before
momentum for girls’ interscholastic sports
would emerge. In 1965 the Minnesota
Association for Health, Physical Education
and Recreation recommended that the
Minnesota State High School League under-
take the administration of girls’ athletics. The
League adopted bylaws to that effect in the
spring of 1969.

Still, it would finally take Title IX — the
ninth section of the federal education bill,
the Educational Amendments, of 1972 — to

unlock the door to equal treatment. It pro-
hibits discrimination on the basis of gender
at schools and colleges that receive federal
funds and applies not only to athletics but to
all school programming.

The first experiment in girls’ basketball
tournaments were held a year later in only
about a dozen districts in the southern and
western parts of the state. Only former Region
6 had a full complement of district champi-
ons that continued on to a regional tourna-
ment. The first and only girls’ regional cham-
pion of 1973 was New York Mills, which
defeated Breckenridge 44-38.

Not one, but two “unofficial” state tourna-
ments were held in the 1974-1975 school
year because many high schools had initiated
girls basketball as a fall sport. But an almost
equal number of schools had scheduled it in
the winter. Glencoe defeated Wadena 46-29
in the fall to extend its winning streak to 54
straight games. Academy of Holy Angels
defeated LeSueur 39-37 in the winter event,
ending LeSueur’s 25-game winning streak.
The League announced at the winter tourna-
ment that there would be only one girls’ tour-
nament the following school year, that it
would be in the winter, and that it would be
an “official” tournament.

B Y  M A R C  H U G U N I N

Minnesota’s girls waited 60 years for a tournament to call their own, 
but the thrills and excitement have come early and often since 1973.



On the Map
Still, there were skeptics who said that girls

could never master the game of basketball.
This myth was quickly busted by Janet
Karvonen and her teammates from New York
Mills. Karvonen not only put New York Mills
on the map, she put girls’ basketball on the
Minnesota map as well by demonstrating to
anyone with eyes to see that “girls got game!”

She burst on the Minnesota basketball
scene as just a ninth-grader on March 24,
1977. Karvonen hit 14 of 16 field-goal
attempts and scored a record 29 points as
New York Mills hammered Buhl 68-43. But
her legacy was only completed two years later,
to the day. To be the best, you’ve got to beat
the best, and in 1979 Karvonen had the good
fortune to meet Albany and Kelly Skalicky in
the final.

The game was not as close as the final
score of 61-52 suggests. Skalicky tied the tour-
nament record with 26 assists in three games,
but hit only 10 of 30 shots in the champi-
onship game. Meanwhile, Karvonen hit 15 of
28 shots and scored a record 38 points, and
added 13 rebounds. For the third year in a
row, she set a tournament scoring record with
98 points.

Karvonen completed her career the follow-
ing year with a record (regardless of gender)
329 tournament points, and she recently was
selected by a panel of experts as the greatest
player in tournament history. Skalicky would

go on to set a long-standing record with 45
points in a 1981 game.

What’s more, attendance increased from
34,000 in 1976, less than one-third that of
the boys’ tournament, to 59,000 in 1979, or
almost two-thirds that of the boys.

The Two-Class Era
St. Paul Central followed its 1976 state

title with a fifth-place finish in 1977 and fin-
ished third in 1978. One of the great games
of the early years was a Bloomington
Jefferson win over St. Paul Central 54-53 in a
1978 semifinal. Jefferson followed with a 53-
40 defeat of Regina to claim its first state
championship. At the end of the 1978 tour-
nament, Jefferson’s Laura Gardner was the
tournament’s all-time scoring leader with 141
points to Lissimore’s 140. Karvonen was just
five points back with two more years of eligi-
bility remaining.

St. Paul Central won its second title in
1979, but repeat championships were almost
unheard of in the 1970s and 1980s. All the
more remarkable, then, was New York Mills’
three-peat and Little Falls’ 1984 and 1985
titles. The Little Falls Flyers under coach Jerry
Cool had already won the 1980 title, defeat-
ing Hill-Murray in the final 50-42 as post
LeeAnne Grosso starred. The 1984 and 1985
editions edged Burnsville 45-43 and Mankato
East 49-41 behind guard Deb Hilmerson and
post Sue Lies.

The 1980s also saw a remarkable number
of undefeated champions: Class A — Albany
in 1980, Heron Lake-Okabena in 1981,
Moose Lake in 1982, Henderson in 1983,
Chisholm in 1984, Staples in 1985 and
Storden-Jeffers in 1989; Class AA — Coon
Rapids in 1981 and St. Cloud Apollo in 1982.
Some of the stars were Skalicky, Annie
Adamczak of Moose Lake, Judy McDonald of
Chisholm, Tracey Pudenz of Storden-Jeffers
and Carol Peterka of St. Cloud Apollo.

But the biggest star in the 1980s was Mary
Jo Miller. She led Milroy to second place as a
freshman in 1985, leading all scorers with 69
points in the tournament. By 1987 Milroy
had consolidated with Tracy, and Tracy-
Milroy took fifth place as Miller scored 58
points in three games. In 1988 Tracy-Milroy
won its first of two state titles, defeating
Storden-Jeffers in the final 47-35 as Miller
scored 23 points.

Repeat championships became more com-
mon in the 1990s. Rochester Lourdes won its
second and third titles in 1990 and 1991 with
a combined record of 57-1 as Lori Lawler and
Stacy Sievers starred. The Eagles then added a
fourth title in 1993 and in 1995 became the
first program, boys or girls, ever to win a fifth
title.

Burnsville won its second and third cham-
pionships in 1991 and 1992 under coach
Doug Boe. Its 59-54 win over St. Paul

Continued on page 63
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Harding and Shannon Loeblein in overtime
in 1991 was one of the huge upsets of the era.
Bloomington Jefferson won its second and
third titles in 1993 and 1994 under coach
Terry Hunst with a combined record of 52-3.

The Four-Class Era
The four-class era kicked off in 1997 with

one of the more memorable tournaments.
Coco and Kelly Miller, already veterans of
three previous tournament appearances, led
undefeated and favored Rochester Mayo in
the new Class AAAA. Meanwhile, Alexandria,
New London-Spicer and Hancock made it a
three-peat of champions from central
Minnesota.

Rochester Mayo drew Bloomington
Jefferson, which had eliminated the Spartans
en route to the 1993 title, in the 1997 semifi-
nals. The Spartans prevailed 78-70. It was the
highest scoring game to that time. Rochester
Mayo rallied from a nine-point deficit in the
last 4:31. Kelly Miller led the way this time
with 26 points. The final was something of
an afterthought as Rochester Mayo routed
Woodbury 78-57 behind Coco Miller’s 25
points.

And, yet, a panel of experts picked anoth-
er Rochester Mayo game as the greatest game
in tournament history — the Spartans’ 66-58
loss to Osseo in a 1996 semifinal. It was the
Orioles coming from five points down in the
third period to win. It was widely described
at the time as the “real” championship game,
but Hasting had other ideas, upsetting Osseo
54-52 in the final.

If repeat championships became more
common in the early 1990s, they have
become epidemic in the four-class era.
Multiple classes are only part of the explana-
tion for Minnesota’s recent dynasties. It helps
to have talent such as Tayler Hill, Liz
Podominick, Angel Robinson or Kelly
Roysland.

St. Paul Central’s 2007 and 2008 champi-
onships under coach Willie Taylor increased
the Minutemen’s total to four. The 2007
team, led by guard Robinson, finished the
year at 32-0, rated third in the nation, and
was recently selected as the best girls’ team
ever.

Rochester Lourdes and coach Glass
remain the team, however, with the most
state titles, adding three more titles in 2000,
2003 and 2005 for a total of eight. A panel of
experts recently selected Glass as the tourna-
ment’s top all-time coach.

Next in line is Minneapolis North and
coach Faith Johnson Patterson with five
championships between 1998 and 2005.
Perhaps even more remarkably, the Polars,
led by Tamara Moore, Mauri Horton and Mia
Johnson, played in eight of nine Class AAA
championship games from 1997 to 2005.
Coach Patterson more recently added a sixth
title at DeLaSalle High School in
Minneapolis.

Meanwhile, Fosston in Class A, and
Hopkins and Lakeville/Lakeville North in

Class AAA also have won three champi-
onships each. Fosston, led by Roysland, won
in 2000, 2001 and 2003. Hopkins, under
coach Brian Cosgriff, won in 2004, 2006 and
2011.

Lakeville North’s 2010 champions also
have been described as one of the best
Minnesota girls’ teams. The 32-0 Panthers
were led by senior post Cassie Rochel and
junior guard Rachel Banham, Ms. Basketball
winners in 2010 and 2011, respectively. The
star of Lakeville’s 2001 and 2002 champions,
Podominick, is one of just two McDonald’s
All-Americans to play in the tournament in
the 21st century. All three Panthers’ titles
came under the leadership of coach Andy
Berkvam.

The other McDonald’s All-American is
Tayler Hill of Minneapolis South. Three times

Continued on page 83

History (Continued from page 7)

Two of the best players in Minnesota girls’ basketball tournament history faced each other during
the 2007 Class AAAA championship game. Minneapolis South’s Tayler Hill (left) is closely guarded
by St. Paul Central’s Angel Robinson. St. Paul Central won 81-63 to complete a perfect 32-0
season. Below: Lakeville North’s Cassie Rochel accepted her All-Tournament Team trophy after
helping lead the Panthers to a 32-0 season record and Class AAAA title in 2010.

Myron Glass (background, second from right)
of Rochester Lourdes coached his 2005 team
to a 50-33 victory over Pequot Lakes and a
state record eighth state title.
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Mullaney scored all 14 of her points after the
intermission. She also went a perfect 6-of-6 at
the free throw line. Jackie Johnson finished the
game with 10 points and 12 rebounds, and
VanRiper-Rose and Davis also added 10 points
apiece for Eden Prairie. 

In a rematch of the 2010 championship,
Lakeville North defeated White Bear Lake Area
for third-place honors. Last year, the Panthers
won 57-47. This year, the score was 68-50. 

The Bears bit into the Panthers’ lead in the
second half, coming within three points (40-37)
at 11:24 of the second half, but Lakeville North
responded with nine unanswered points. 

Senior Rachel Banham paced Lakeville
North with 17 points, six assists, and three
steals, and senior Apiew Ojulu had six rebounds.
Senior Lindsay Paulson and sophomore Tarah
Hobbs scored eight points apiece for White Bear
Lake Area. Hobbs and junior Alexis Foley both
grabbed five rebounds for the Bears.

The 2011 State Girls’ Basketball Tourna -
ment quarterfinals were played March 16 and 17
at Williams Arena on the University of
Minnesota campus in Minneapolis and the
Target Center in Minneapolis. All semifinal and
championship games were played at the Target
Center on March 17-19. The third-place games
were played at Gangelhoff Center on the
Concordia University campus in St. Paul on
March 19. Total paid attendance was 31,414.  

2011 REVIEW (Continued from page 67)

throw with 1:17 left in the fourth quarter.
Bolden led the team with 22 points and six
rebounds, while Hansen added 17 points and
eight rebounds. In the semifinals Marshall 
rolled over Prior Lake 73-31. Despite sitting out
the entire fourth quarter, Bolden scored 35
points, had three steals and nabbed 10 rebounds.
She was 16-for-26 from the field and 3-for-3
from the foul line. She scored 16 points in the
first quarter.

Prior Lake defeated Totino-Grace of Fridley
56-51 in the third-place game. Three Laker
players scored in double figures: sophomore
Ryanne Brockhaus with 16 points; junior Tamra
Braun with 13 points; and sophomore Kendra
Meyer with 10 points. Both teams were making
their second appearance at the tournament.

The other teams that competed in the 
Class AAA tournament were Rosemount,
Alexandria, and Duluth East.

Class AAAA
The Lakeville Panthers (29-0) ended their

perfect season with a 55-46 championship
victory over the Blaine Bengals (23-5). It was
the second consecutive title for Lakeville in its
fourth overall appearance. The Panthers made
their previous appearances in 1981 and 1999.
The Bengals were also making their fourth

overall appearance. Their previous appearances
were in 1993, ’97, and 2000.

In the championship game Lakeville junior
Liz Podominick consistently found her way
through a double-teaming defense and finished
with a game-high 25 points on 10-of-16
shooting. She also added 11 rounds. Senior
Chantele Melgaard complemented Podominick
with 10 points. As a team the Panthers shot 52.5
percent from field goal range and 63.2 percent
from the free throw line. Senior Heather
Peterson led Blaine with 17 points and 11
rebounds.

In the quarterfinals Lakeville breezed by
Edina 55-32. The Panthers took a 13-2 lead in
the first four minutes and the Hornets never
mounted a serious challenge. By halftime the
Panthers were up 29-16 behind Podominick’s 13
first-half points. She finished with 15 points and
six rebounds. Melgaard and senior Katy Slater
also finished in double figures for Lakeville. They
earned 11 and 10 points, respectively. In a
rematch of their 2001 quarterfinal game,
Lakeville defeated Woodbury 35-31 in the
semifinals. Podominick, with a little more than
two minutes remaining in the game, scored on a
rebound and then made three free throws in a
row to spark the Panthers. She finished the game
with 17 points, 11 rebounds and three blocks.

In a battle of the Royals, Hopkins defeated
Woodbury 66-40 in the third-place game.
Hopkins forced Woodbury into 17 first-half
turnovers. Hopkins also shot 46.5 percent from
the field and 78.1 percent from the free throw
line. Hopkins sophomore Leslie Knight shot 6-
of-7 from the field and 6-of-6 from the charity
stripe for 18 points. Junior Jordan Barnes added
13 points, and senior Bethany Barnes finished
with 11 points and eight rebounds. Hopkins was
making its third appearance, but first since 1980
when the school was still named Hopkins
Lindbergh. The Royals of Woodbury were
making their sixth consecutive and ninth
overall appearance.

Cretin-Derham Hall of St. Paul, Elk River
Area, and Irondale of New Brighton rounded
out the Class AAAA field.

The 2002 State Girls’ Basketball Tour na -
ment quarterfinals were played March 12 at 16
various sites throughout Minnesota. Semifinals,
third-place and championship games were
played March 14-16 at Williams Arena and the
Sports Pavilion on the University of Minnesota
campus in Minneapolis. Total paid attendance
was 34,416.

10 Years Ago Continued from page 40

an all-tournament selection, Hill finally led
the Tigers to a state championship in her
third try, 68-61 over Centennial, as she tied
the tournament record with 47 points and set
the all-time scoring record, boys or girls, with
3,888 points.

The single-game scoring record had been
set just the previous year by Brittney
Chambers of Jordan in a 79-74 win over
Crookston in the Class AA semifinals. It
remains the highest scoring game in tourna-
ment history.

Other great moments include the Class
AAA finals of 2007 and 2010. Rey Robinson
hit a jumper with just two seconds on the
clock to bring Becker the 2007 title over
DeLaSalle, 41-39. Josie Dillion of Benilde-
St. Margaret’s scored two baskets, both on
feeds from Itisha Alexander, to bring the Red

Knights from behind to win the 2010 title, 
41-38 over Hill-Murray. These recently were
selected as the tournament’s greatest shot and
greatest finish by a panel of basketball
experts.

One can only wonder what kind of thrills
and excitement Minnesota’s girls might have
produced between 1913 and 1973, if only
they had the chance.

Marc Hugunin is co-author of Minnesota
Hoops: Basketball in the North Star State,
 published by the Minnesota Historical Society,
and author of a Web blog of the same name,
located at www.minnesotahoops.blogspot.com.

History Continued from page 63

Rey Robinson was the hero in the 2007 
Class AAA championship game by sinking a 

10-foot jumper with only two seconds remaining
to win the state title for Becker, 41-39.
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